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*LCHS Members Only*
It has been a quiet year so far –

no work shops, no Teddy Bear Parade, 
no Living History Dinner, no Yard Sale, 

no Fundraisers…
But this changes NOW!

The Yard Sale Committee has combed 
through the amazing treasures 

donated to the LCHS and hand-picked 
items to offer for our                 

“Members Only” Fundraiser!
An email will be sent to all current members 

featuring select items.  Each will be pictured with 
dimensions, condition, and other details as well 

as a purchase amount.  The first Member to 
email back to leaguecitytxhistory@gmail.com

with “SOLD” will be the new owner of the item 
and a proud supporter of LCHS!  Payment can be 

cash, check, or paypal (charge).  Item can be 
contactless pickup at the museum or delivered to 
a limited area.  Any item that remains unsold for 
(1) week will be offered to the general public on 

Facebook Market Place. 

NOT A MEMBER?!! Join online at 
www.leaguecityhistory.org  

From The President

I hope this finds everyone well and staying out of

this heat as much as possible. In late May or

early June my wife Nancy and I both had COVID-

19 like symptoms (dry cough, low grade

temperature, fatigue and headache) but

fortunately they were not very severe. She was

just tested and found positive for the antibodies

meaning it was likely she had the virus. I’m

getting tested next week to confirm that’s what I

had. Hopefully we are now protected for a while.

Recently I attended a City Council meeting where

the Council approved a contract through

September 2021 with the Butler Longhorn

Museum allowing the Museum to open and

operate the Ghirardi House. The restoration of

the home is complete except painting the

exterior. The Museum will develop exhibits

focused on the Italian Immigrants that came to

this area in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s.

These twelve Italian families are a rich part of

League City’s history. Special thanks to Raymond

Bartels, a lifetime member of the Historical

Society and Italian family descendant, for his

work in organizing support for the Museum.

(continued on next page)
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(From The President – continued) 

The Downtown Revitalization project is proceeding. Park Street is completed and

work is well underway to complete League Park by November. If you haven’t

seen the progress you should drive by. The new clay brick paver sidewalks really

look great. Among other improvements a new parking lot has been added at the

north end of the park by the old water plant.

I want to thank Katie Benoit Hake and Catharin Lewis for their efforts in

organizing our Museum files. They have taken advantage of the Museum being

closed for this activity. In addition Katie has gotten the League City Volunteer

Fire Department to turn over their old photos and allow us to curate their

history.

Stay well and stay cool!

Ronnie Richards

ronnie@butlerscourtyard.com

281-797-1970
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What is this?? 
This is LCHS’s very own 

QR code design! 
QR (or Quick Response) codes are an easy 

way to lead people to our website and 
give information about our buildings and 

exhibits.  Simply open the camera on your 
phone, aim at QR code, and you are 

directed to our website!  Codes can be 
modified to direct users to other websites 
hosting detailed information.  The content 

can be video, audio, pictorial or a 
combination of all three!  Information can 
also be updated or changed at any time 
allowing it to be relevant and current.  
Look for these on site in the future... 

TRY IT OUT! 



THE SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT IN TEXAS
By Deborah Gammon

August 2020

This month I am going to discuss the 19th Amendment.  August 26, 2020 is the 
100th anniversary of the American woman receiving the right to vote.  It is 
defined on Wikipedia as:
Women's suffrage is the right of women to vote in elections. Beginning in the 
mid-19th century, aside from the work being done by women for broad-based 
economic and political equality and for social reforms, women sought to 
change voting laws to allow them to vote.  
The Texas state legislature in a special session voted to ratify the 19th

Amendment on  June 28, 1919.  Texas was the first Southern state to do so.  
More was needed as law required 36 states to vote in the affirmative.  
November 2, 1920 was the first time women across America cast votes.  Only 
36% of women voted in 1920.  I’m going to only look at a few of Texas 
suffragettes beginning with Minnie Fisher Cunningham.
The Houston Post article announced the election of Mrs. Cunningham of 
Galveston as the president of the Texas Woman’ Suffrage association on May 
15, 1915.

Who was Mrs. Cunningham of Galveston?
There is much written about Mrs. Cunningham 
on several websites.  I use newspaper research 
for a profile of my subjects.                                          
Minnie was born in the farming community of 
New Waverly, Texas on March 19, 1882.  Her 
parents were Horatio and Sallie C. Abercrombie 
Fisher of Alabama.  On the 1860 Walker County, 
Tx census, H.W. Fisher of Alabama was living just 
2 doors down from the Abercrombie family.  
Sallie was just 15 years of age.  The 1880 census 
shows them to have an 18-year age difference.  
Minnie first shows up on the 1900 census in 
Walker County.  Minnie attended the University 
of Texas in Austin.  She graduated in 1901 with a 
Pharmacy degree. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffrage


Minnie Fisher worked for one year as a pharmacist in Huntsville according to the
“Handbook of Texas” online.  She got involved with the Suffrage movement 
because of pay inequity where she worked. 
She gave up her career to marry Beverley J. “Bill” Cunningham about 1902. 
B. J. Cunningham was in the insurance business with Texas Prudential Company.
The couple were childless and lived at 3128 Ave. 0 ½ on the 1910 census. Her 
mother, Sallie Fisher with daughter, Marion and son,  Horatio Fisher, lived in 

Galveston also on the 1910 census.  Minnie’s sister, Marion 
Fish was living in Galveston early on with cousins when she 
began her teaching career.  On the 1940 census, Marion Fisher 
was living at the same residence, 3128 Ave. 0 ½ as her younger 
sister did when Minnie was married to B. J. Cunningham.  Miss 
Marion Fisher died August 30, 1950 and her sister, Minnie is 
mentioned in her obituary dated September 1, 1950 in 
Galveston Daily News.  
In 1914, The Galveston Daily News acknowledges that the
Suffrage movement with Mrs. Cunningham was crossing the 
causeway and coming to the Mainland.  The clipping below 
left is from the Galveston Daily News on Dec. 13, 1914.  

Found in the LEAGUE CITY: A HISTORY 
FROM 1913-1924 by Judy Warco, 
Chairwoman published in 1986. PAGE 
157: WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE CLUB 
ORGANIZED:

“Last Saturday night Miss Pearl Penfield of Galveston 
delivered her lecture on Woman’s Suffrage to a good house 
at the high school auditorium.  She was accompanied by 
Mrs. B. J. Cunningham, who is president of the Galveston 
society.  At the close of the address, Mrs. O.V. King was 
made temporary chairman and Mrs. L.E. Johnson secretary, 
and a club was organized with the following as officers:  
President, Mrs. M. Stoddard; vice president, Mrs. J.E. 
Walker, secretary, Mrs. Perry Johnson, treasurer, Mrs. O. V. 
King.



The new society will meet at an early date, to choose delegates to the State 
Convention in Galveston, the 12th, 13th, and 14th of this month.  Following is the list 
of members: Mesdames L. E. Johnson, R. Benson, M. Stoddard, J. E. Walker, E. 
Salmon, J. I. Johnson, W. P. Dolson, O. V. King; Messrs. Perry Johnson, O. V. King, F. 
S. Whitson, R. B. Johnson, Dudley Dallas, and P. L. Yolland.” 
(Mrs. King was Flora Parker King; Mrs. R. Benson was Mary McCarty Benson; Mrs. L. 
E. Johnson was Adelaide Walker Johnson; Mrs. M. Stoddard was Mary Castello 
Stoddard, widow of William M. Stoddard; Mrs. J. E. Walker was Mayme Kirkham 
Walker; Mrs. Perry Johnson was Margaret Lynch Johnson.  These ladies are buried 
in Fairview Cemetery, N. Kansas St.)

This snippet of the article from 
The Galveston Daily News, July 
31`, 1928, shows the standing 
of Mrs. Minnie F. Cunningham 
when she ran for the U. S. 
Senate from Texas.  Her 
husband, B. J. Cunningham 
passed away during the 
campaign.  He is buried in 
Galveston. 
On May 23, 1944, Mrs. Minnie 
F. Cunningham threw her hat 
into the ring to run for Texas 
governor.  

This is from p. 3 of the Lubbock Morning Avalanche in Lubbock.  The clipping 
proves that Mrs. Cunningham had returned to her home of New Waverly.  I have 
not been successful in finding her on the 1940 U.S. Census but we know that in 
1944 she was living in New Waverly.  
Mrs. Cunningham was not successful in her bid for governor of Texas.  



In doing this research, I discovered an article published in 
Austin American-Statesman on Oct. 7, 1990 in the Lifestyle 
section.  The article was about Minnie’s great, great niece, 
Trish Cunningham who was researching her ancestor.  I 
learned that Minnie was a delegate to the national 
Democratic convention in San Francisco in 1920.  This was 
the first convention to admit women to the floor.  I also 
discovered that Eleanor Roosevelt credited Minnie for 
teaching her the fundamentals of politics at the 
convention.  Also, that same year, Minnie went to 
Washington, D. C. to help organize the national League of 
Women Voters.  In 1953, Minnie helped form the Texas 
Democratic Women’s State committee.  The last campaign 
Minnie worked for was the John F. Kennedy 
Presidency in 1960.
Last clipping I have is Mrs. 
Cunningham’s obituary.  

Mrs. Cunningham’s remains were returned to 
New Waverly where she joined her parents and 
her brother, Horatio W. Fisher, Jr. who died 
during WWI in France.  They are buried in the 
Hardy Cemetery in New Waverly. 



In the Historic District of League City, we are blessed to live in such a beautiful 
place with so many amazing creatures. We not only have many four-legged 
friends running below our houses, up the trees and around the yards 
(opossum, raccoons, squirrels, etc.), but we have the ones with wings flying 
throughout the historical area. Over the last few months, we have seen an 
abundance of beautiful bird of many makes, colors, sizes and sounds. Beautiful 
Egrets, Doves, Hawks, Owls and even Bald Eagles. In late fall and early spring, 
we get prepared for the evening as we enjoy the sounds of Barred Owls. They 
are layered throughout the Historic District of League City nesting in the 
majestic trees we have to offer. Many mornings we will wake up to their 
territorial calls when speaking with other paired Barred Owls. If you have not 
heard the deep calls of the Barred Owls as they speak to each other throughout 
the evening or even early mornings, you need to listen to the unique sounds via 
the link below. It is a sound you will not forget knowing they are there guarding 
their homes while looking over ours in the Historical District of League City. 

The Historic Area 
by Michael Peterson



Remembering………….

Pictured Above:  A LCHS Meeting and Ice Cream Social which was held outdoors  “I think” at 
Ernie Randall’s Gun Range probably in the late 1990’s. This was so much fun and the ice cream 
and fellowship were just wonderful!   Let me know if you remember that the location and time 
period were different.    ( Diana (diana.dornak1@verizon.net )
Pictured Below:  The 2009  Teddy Bear Parade – To the right are Charlene and Doug McKee 
having fun!.   And….these little ones probably have probably graduated high school!!

mailto:diana.dornak1@verizon.net


If You Are Not A Member, We Are Hoping You Will Join!!

League City Historical Society
Thank you for being a member.  The various types of memberships with the associated 

dues are listed below.  To renew your membership or become a new member, select the 
membership level that is best for you, complete the form and mail to:                                        

LCHS, PO Box 1642, League City Texas 77574

CATEGORY
q Student/ Active Military $20                                                                                                   
q Senior  (60 and over) $25
q Senior Couple $35
q Single (Individual $35
q Family $50
q Supporting Patron $100
q Life Membership $400

BUSINESS CATEGORY
q Business Member $100
q Business Partner $200
q Business Leader $300

Please update your membership information here:

Name ______________________________________________________________                                         
(For family membership, please include names of family members)

Address: ____________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________State:____________ Zip: ___________

Phone: ______________________________Cell: ____________________________         

Email address: ________________________________________________________    

q Check if your name, address or email has changed recently.     
q Check if you would like to receive your newsletter, meeting minutes and/or meeting 

notices by email, to help save postage.  
q Check if we may list your name and address in our membership directory. This 

publication will only be distributed to LCHS members and will not be used on our 
website.                                                                                                                     
Please Note: Membership is for one year and covers you until January 2021.


